
 
 

DIY Gift Ideas for Guys! 
by Carole Carter 

From My Carolina Home 
 blog 

 
Here are some ideas and recipes 
to please the guys on your list.   
Using a cardboard drink caddy, 
spray paint it with an 
appropriate color for your guy - 
like the color of his car, or his 
favorite sports team.  Fill it 
with goodies he will use up, 
guy stuff that he likely uses all 
the time.  Then, wrap the caddy 
with a basket bag from the 
dollar store and tie with a bow.  
This kind of thing is easily found at a local hardware store or auto supply, 
and places like Tractor Supply or Harbor Freight if you have those nearby.  
These ideas make wonderful stocking stuffers too. 
 
For the guy that is handy around the house, fill the caddy with batteries 
(check the size of the batteries in his favorite flashlight and other devices), 
tie wraps, shop towels, latex or nitrile gloves, hand cleaner, nail brush, 
plastic razor blade, refill blades for his box cutter, a set of funnels and a 
small flashlight with a hanger attached.   
 
For the gearhead guy, make up a car care caddy with his favorite car care 
products.  Go to the garage and find out what brands he likes.  DH says that 
most guys are a bit picky about which wax they want for the car, but other 
things like dashboard conditioner and tire cleaners are pretty generic.  
Mothers and Meguiars are his personal favorite brands.   
 



For the gardener, small specialty fertilizers, bulbs for forcing in winter like 
paperwhites, seeds for spring, gloves, small clippers, herb snips, soft plant 
ties, small hand tools like a trowel, pruning shears or cultivator, and plastic 
plant labels with a sharpie pen.  
 
For the hiker, fill the wells with different kinds of trail mix, dried fruit and 
nuts, carabiners, bug repellant bandana, local trail map, bear bell, insect 
repellant, wool socks, sunscreen, a whistle, and a reusable water bottle. 
 
For the camper, fill the wells with to-go toilet paper, energy bars, toothbrush 
covers, no-rinse body wash, insect repellant, plastic matchbox with easy 
strike matches, lip balm, sunscreen, and small bungee cords. 
 
If your guy is a cook, give him all the ingredients for an Italian dinner except 
the meat.  Fill a caddy with packaged spaghetti, marinara sauce, grated 
Parmesan cheese, small bottles of wine and some utensils to cook with. 
 
Does your guy love breakfast?  Give him pancake mix, toppings of nuts or 
dried fruit, and a selection of different syrups like maple, blueberry, 
strawberry or cinnamon either purchased or made in your kitchen.  Or fill 
the wells with six different kinds of preserves or jellies to have with his toast 
or biscuits.  If he is a true gourmet, fill the wells with specialty oils and 
vinegars, salts and spices. 
 
For the golfer, colored ball marking pens, ball spotters, tees, hand warmers, 
divot tool, wrap tape, cleaning brush, and socks. 
 
Tennis players always appreciate a couple of pairs of new socks, practice 
balls, headbands, sunscreen, lip balm, wrist bands, grip tape, and rosin. 
 
Fishermen appreciate new lures, nylon fishing line, hand warmers, fish fry 
coating mix (see below), foam key fob, small pocket tools, hook remover 
tool, artificial worms, sunscreen, lip balm, and inexpensive sunglasses. 
 
The cyclist will love a patch kit, tire cleaner, chain lubricant, sunscreen, lip 
balm, gear cleaning brush and protein bars. 
 
The swimmer, kayaker, water sports enthusiast will really get some use from 
ear plugs, sunscreen, nose clip, safety whistle, and energy bars. 
 



For the runner, anti-chafing skin protectant, sunscreen, lip balm, sweatbands, 
anti-blister cream, kinesiology tape, protein bars, trail mix, and cold packs. 
 
Is your guy a snow skier?  Fill the caddy with cold wax, plastic scraper, hand 
warmers, headband, wool socks, lip balm and sunscreen. 
 
Whatever your guy is into, just head for the store and look for those small, 
inexpensive items that will fill a caddy.  Those small things will add up to a 
useful and appreciated gift when you have several in a caddy. 
 
 

 
 
 
If he loves grilling, the next two mixes in a small Ball or Mason jar will 
please the taste buds of most guys.  As I said in my post on my blog, I have 
yet to see any guy actually wear a grilling apron, but they love to eat.  On the 
next pages are my go-to mixes for guy gifts, along with printable 
instructions you can mount on cardstock and attach to the jar. 
  



Steak Seasoning Mix 
2 tablespoons sea salt 
2 tablespoons cracked black pepper 
1 teaspoon onion powder 
1 teaspoon chipotle chili powder (or just chili powder) 
1 tablespoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon paprika 
1 teaspoon dry mustard 
Combine ingredients. Store in airtight container. 
To use: sprinkle on meats before grilling, or mix into hamburger meat before 
grilling. 
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mix into hamburger meat before grilling. 
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Present these mixes in small jars with the instructions 
mounted on cardstock and tied to the jar. 
 



Bold Smoked Seasoning 
Mix 

2 tablespoons bold smoked black 
salt 
1 tablespoons lemon pepper 
1 teaspoon onion powder 
1 teaspoon chipotle chili powder 
(or just chili powder) 
1 tablespoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon paprika 
1 teaspoon dry mustard 
1 teaspoon ground black pepper 
Combine ingredients. Store in airtight container. 
To use: sprinkle on meats before grilling, or mix into hamburger meat before 
grilling. 
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Present these mixes in small jars with the instructions 
mounted on cardstock and tied to the jar. 



Fish Fry Coating Mix 
1-1/2 cups yellow cornmeal 
1/4 cup all purpose flour 
1 tablespoon lemon pepper 
2 teaspoon garlic salt 
1 teaspoon onion powder 
1/2 teaspoon paprika 
Combine ingredients. Store in airtight container. 
To use: Dip fish in buttermilk and roll in coating mix. Fry fish in 2-3 
inches of oil. 
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Dip fish in buttermilk and roll in coating mix. 
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Present the mix in a decorative jar with the instructions 
mounted on cardstock and tied to the jar. 
 

 
 


